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HONORING THE LIFE OF ROGELIO 

BOTELLO RIOS 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate the life of beloved 
Rio Grande Valley radio and television host 
Rogelio Botello Rios, who passed away on 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017. 

Rogelio began his broadcasting career in 
1961 at the radio station X.E.Z.D. in Camargo, 
Tamaulipas, Mexico. Six years later he joined 
the staff at KGBT Radio in Harlingen, Texas, 
and in 1971 he was promoted to Program Di-
rector. He then served as Program Director for 
KIWW radio for eight years. South Texans re-
member him most for his local variety show 
‘‘Aqui Rogelio,’’ which he hosted from 1968 to 
2005. 

Over the course of his career, Rogelio re-
ceived numerous awards and accolades for 
his prolific work and efforts to promote the 
genre. Radio and Music Magazine named him 
Program Director of the Year and Billboard 
Magazine nominated him for the same honor. 
Rogelio was also inducted into the Tejano Hall 
of Fame and the Conjunto Hall of Fame in 
1999 and 2011 respectively. 

Rogelio will always be remembered for his 
loyalty to his family, work, and to the Rio 
Grande Valley. As a broadcaster, he dedi-
cated much of his time promoting smaller, 
independent artists and helping them to gain 
more widespread recognition. Rogelio’s col-
leagues held him in high regard as a consum-
mate professional who valued high standards 
and punctuality. 

Mr. Speaker, South Texas lost a broad-
casting pioneer and legend in Rogelio Botello 
Rios this month. He will be sincerely missed 
by his family, friends, and his many fans in 
South Texas and Northern Mexico. 
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RECOGNIZING HERNANDO COUNTY 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to recognize Hernando County Sheriff 
Al Nienhuis, City of Brooksville Police Chief 
George Turner, and the law enforcement offi-
cers who keep Hernando County safe every 
single day. 

This week marks the annual observance of 
Police Week. Though we set aside one week 
a year to honor law enforcement, I encourage 
all Americans to join me not only this week, 
but every day, in recognizing the honor, cour-
age, and commitment of America’s law en-
forcement. 

Our law enforcement officers are heroes in 
the community. They keep us safe, and are 
willing to put their lives on the line every day 
in the course of their duties. It is impossible to 
fully express our gratitude or adequately rec-
ognize the professionalism of the men and 
women who voluntarily put their lives on the 
line for our safety and security. It is with deep 
respect that we pause today to honor the 

memory of the heroes who gave the last full 
measure of devotion and made the ultimate 
sacrifice. 

I want to extend my sincere appreciation to 
Hernando County Sheriff Al Nienhuis, City of 
Brooksville Police Chief George Turner, and 
the law enforcement officers who bravely and 
selflessly serve Hernando County. It is an 
honor to recognize them and all men and 
women in law enforcement. 
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RECOGNIZING THE EMMETT TILL 
MEMORIAL COMMISSION 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to recognize the Emmett Till Memo-
rial Commission based in Tallahatchie County 
of the Second Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi. 

In 2006, the Tallahatchie County Board of 
Supervisors formed the Emmett Till Memorial 
Commission and charged them with the devel-
opment and oversight of the Emmett Till Me-
morial Site. The site is a memorial to the 
memory of Mr. Emmett Louis Till, a 14-year 
old African American teenager who was bru-
tally murdered in Mississippi and whose mur-
derers were never brought to justice. The site 
also fosters racial reconciliation efforts and re-
storative justice programs. The Commission’s 
mission statement is to remember, preserve, 
and educate the public about the history, sto-
ries and cultural legacy of the Civil Rights 
Movement of Tallahatchie County and other 
vital sites along the Emmett Till trail and their 
lasting effects on the County, State and the 
Nation. The Emmett Till Memorial Commission 
is comprised of 18 members and is multiracial 
in makeup. 

In 2007 they began efforts to restore the 
Tallahatchie County Second District Court-
house to its 1955 character, where the trial of 
Mr. J.W. Milam and Mr. Roy Bryant, the two 
murderers of Emmett Till, took place despite a 
not-guilty verdict. On October 2, 2007, the 
project was officially launched with a racial 
healing ceremony organized by the William 
Winter institute for Racial Reconciliation at the 
University of Mississippi. 

Over 400 people attended including mem-
bers of the Till family. Following the ceremony, 
a bus tour was conducted of the sites signifi-
cant to the Emmett Till story. In 2012 funding 
was secured and the work began to establish 
the Emmett Till Interpretive Center on the 
square directly across from the entrance to the 
Tallahatchie Courthouse. 

On March 21st, 2015 the courthouse re-
opened after an extensive restoration process. 
The restoration of the courthouse helped solid-
ify the apology that the community wrote in 
2007 that began by saying ‘‘We the citizens of 
Tallahatchie County believe that Racial Rec-
onciliation begins by telling the truth.’’ The 
courthouse and the Emmett Till Interpretive 
Center memorialize not only the murder and 
injustice, but of the brave actions of Mrs. 
Mamie Till, Mr. Mose Wright and others who 
forced the nation to acknowledge the racial in-
justices of the era. The restoration of the 
courthouse and the opening of the Emmett Till 
Interpretive Center could not have happened 

without the local leadership of the Emmett Till 
Memorial Commission of Tallahatchie County. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Emmett Till Memorial Com-
mission located in Tallahatchie County, MS in-
side of the Second Congressional District of 
Mississippi. 
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TRIBUTE TO EAGLE SCOUT NICK 
PHILLIPS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Nick Phil-
lips of Riverton, Iowa, for achieving the rank of 
Eagle Scout. Nick is a member of Boy Scout 
Troop 218 in Shenandoah. 

The Eagle Scout designation is the highest 
advancement rank in scouting. Approximately 
five percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle 
Scout Award. The award is a performance- 
based achievement with high standards that 
have been well-maintained over the past cen-
tury. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as 
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit 
the community. Nick’s Eagle Project revolved 
around restoring portions of the Riverton City 
Park. He installed various landscape blocks 
around three separate sides of the recently- 
constructed restrooms with the purpose of re-
ducing the erosion from rain water running off 
the roof and to put the finishing touches on 
the new facilities. The work ethic Nick has dis-
played in his Eagle Project, and every other 
project leading to his Eagle Scout rank, 
speaks volumes of his commitment to serving 
a cause greater than himself and assisting his 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man and his supportive family demonstrates 
the rewards of hard work, dedication, and per-
severance. I am honored to represent Nick 
and his family in the United States Congress. 
I know that all of my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating him on obtaining the Eagle 
Scout ranking and in wishing him nothing but 
continued success in his future education and 
career. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
SALLY BLAUVELT 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor an outstanding public servant, federal 
employee, and advocate in Maine’s 1st District 
upon her retirement. After many years of serv-
ice in the Washington headquarters of U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, Sally 
Blauvelt came to Maine six years ago to be-
come the Field Office Director for USCIS. 

Sally has been instrumental in creating rela-
tionships with stakeholders serving the immi-
grant community in Maine. She has embodied 
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